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THE CIRCULAR, 


Iias for its fundamental principles the Religion of the 
Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim 
however, is to give its readers also a supply of general in- 
telligenee, and the news of the day. 

Terms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers willbe sent to those requesting them 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn us acopy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address * THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


The Oneida Association 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


Nursery Fruit Trees of choiceVarieties; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 

H Tuacker, Superintendent. 














Renner" 





Rustic Furniture, Seats, Tables, Arbors, &C., 
of natural Cedar crooks, with iron fastenings; 


Gothic and other patterns. 
C. Ex.is, Master-workman. 


ns. na 








Steel-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 


by the Community. ' 
8. Newnovuse, Superintendent. 


Sewing=-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 


at wholesale prices. 
A. W. Carr, O H. Mitxer, C. Orns, Agents. 
Traveling-Bags: an Assortment of our own 
Manufacture, from carefully selected stock. 
Merchants aa 
. Reynops, ‘ 
Mrs. E. M tenmege Superintendents, 


PAARL ARARALS. 


Palm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 


the Community. : 
Mrs. A. C. Suars, Superintendent. 


PAR ARARPEAPARALRAARALIIS 


Milling : Custom work done as usual at the 
unity Grist-mill, 
— D. J. Hawi, Miller. 


J ob-Printing : most kinds of Printing carefully 
executed at the Crrcutar Office. 
G. CAMPBELL. 
aninmniiinhtambhnnn 
Designing and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
De Larne, Oneida Association. 








ww 


Orders in any of the above branches 
may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCIATION, 
Oneida Depot, Madison Co., N. Y. 


+ 


Putney Commune. 


GARDENING, NURSERY - GROW- 
ing and Milling. Address, 
M. L. WORDEN, .... PUTNEY, VT. 


Wallingford Commune. 


FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling=-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 


ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 








A. 





‘The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: 
an octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,50. 


Bible Communism; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches ; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. »Printed and 
published atthe office of The Circular, Oncida, 


N. Y. 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 
Annual Reports; (2d ard 3rd) of the 


Oxerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


pasPast Volumes of the Circular, and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all 
parts of the country. 

pa Persons writing to us on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particular- 
ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 
State, as distinctly as possible. 


——— 
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The Cress of Christ--its Practical Application. 

It must be obvious to every reader of 
Paul’s epistles that he was in some sense 
‘a man of one idea,’ He himself avows it. 
‘T determined,’ saya he, ‘not to know any- 
thing among you save Jesus Christ and him 
crucified ;’ and again, ‘God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.’ The enthusiasm, indeed, of 
all the apostles and of the whole primitive 
church, on the subject of the ‘cross of 
Christ,’ was such that they would have 
been called sonomaniacs, by their enemies, 
had the modern philosophy of insanity 
been then extant. To one who thirsts for a 
knowledge of the original gospel, it is not 
only interesting, but indispensable, to 
search out the real meaning of Paul, when 
he declares ‘ Christ crucified’ to be the 
all comprehensive subject of his preaching 
and glorying. 

Paul evidently gloried ‘in the cross of 
Christ,’ on account of some practical 
power which he discovered in it. The 
mere theory of a ‘vicarious atonement, 
—however it may excite admiration and 
devotion, in those who have time and tal- 
ent to fathom the theological import of 
that phrase—has no such direct and 
mighty influence on personal character, 
as Paul had in view when he said, “ God 
forbid that I should glory save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
[or more properly by which] the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 
The atonement as usually understood and 
preached, provides forgiveness for the past, 
but Paul manifestly saw in it present and 
future victory over the world. His glory- 
ing is not that +e has been forgiven, but 
thai he zs dead to sin by the cross of Christ:- 
This immediate and continuous practical 
effect of atonement on the character of 
believers, is especially prominent in the 
following passages : ‘ Our old man és cru- 
cified with him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin.’ Rom. 6:6. ‘We are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ.’ Heb. 10: 10. ‘ By one offering 
he hath perfected forever them that are 
sanctified.’ Ver. 14. These are specimens 
of Paul’s ordinary method of speaking of 
the death of Christ ; and they show that 
the most interesting operation which he 
ascribed to it, was not the appeasing of 
God, but the renewing of man; sanctifica- 
tion, rather than justification. And in- 
deed, if he had not taken this view of it, 
we should hardly have been able to account 
for his making so much of it. He was 
eminently a practical man, and a mere 
justifying atonement could not have en- 
gaged hisenthusiasm. Nothing less than 
across, having positive energy to make 
men actively and permanently holy, could 
have been his glory. 

In order that we may understand, 
therefore, the grounds of his determina- 
tion to ‘know nothing but Christ crucified,’ 
we must ascertain how he fourad in the 
cross, not only, or chiefly, forgiveness, but 
practical righteousness. In the third 





chapter of Philippians we have his own 


statement of the practical use he made of 
the cross. He counted, as he says, all 
things loss ‘for Christ,’—‘for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ,’— 
‘that he might win Christ.’ Now Christ 
had died and risen ; i. e. had passed out 
of this world into heaven. Of course 
whoever would know him in that spirit- 
ual sense, which alone-can give life, who- 
ever would win him, (which is only an- 
other term for spiritually knowing him,) 
must know and win him as he is, beyond 
death, in the resurrection. Accordingly 
Paul goes on to specify, that he set his 
heart on knowing two things in Christ : 
viz., ‘the power of his resurrection, and 
THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SUFFERINGS,’— 
He was not seeking knowledge of the fact 
but of the power and fellowship of Christ’s 
death and resurrection. The understand- 
ing of these mys:eries which he coveted, 
was evidently such as he describes in the 
words following:—‘ We all, with open 
face, beholding as ina glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same im- 
age from glory to glory, as by the Spirit 
of the Lord’ 2 Cor. 3:18. This is 
practical transforming knowledge pro- 
duced by the Spirit. This kind of knowl- 
edge only is fitted to produce the effect 
which Paul ascribes to a knowledge of 
Christ’s death and resurrection: viz., 
‘being made conformable to his death. 
In this expression we have a clear view 
of his application of the cross. He made 
the cross of Christ his own cross, and in 
spirit followed Christ through death in- 
to the resurrection. Hence he says a 
little after—‘ Our conversation [or citi- 
zenship] is in heaven.’ Ver. 20, Christ 
being in heaven, Paul as partaker of his 
death and resurrection, reckoned himself 
also as belonging to heaven; and his 
strife was to bring his whole spiritual, 
moral, and even physical character, into 
accordance with this reckoning of faith. 
With him, to know the atonement, was 
to be crucified with Christ—to be dead 
to sin, to live in heaven. This is practi- 
cal holiness ; and well he might glory in a 
cross that could produce it. 

This assimilating knowledge of Christ 
crucified, produced by ‘ the foolishness of 
preaching,’ and the Holy Ghost, is un- 
questionably the sum and substance of 
the gospel, ‘the power of God and the 
wisdom of God,’—sufficient for salvation 
from the whole power of the world, the 
flesh and the devil. While Paul pressed 
toward this knowledge himself, he said to 
others,—‘Let as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded.’ He preached nothing else. His 
whole business was to ‘set forth Jesus 
Christ before the eyes’ of men, and make 
them ‘conformable to his death,’ : that 
they might by faith forsake the world and 
live in heaven. His precepts and exhorta- 
tions, all grow out of this primary idea. 
‘Why, as though living in the WoRLD are 
ye subject -to ordinances ?’ ‘If ye be 
risen with Christ, seek those things which 
are above,’ &c. &c. 

With these views, we may perceive 
what Paul means by the ‘offense of the 
cross.’ He says, ‘ If I yet preach circum- 





cision, Why do I yet suffer persecution ? 





then is the offense of the cross ceased ;’ 
(Gal. 5: 11;) and again, ‘ they constrain 
you to be circumcised, only lest they 
should suffer persecution for the cross of 
Christ.’ (Gal. 6: 12.) The offense evi- 
dently consisted in the abolishment ot 
Jewish ordinances, represented by cir- 
cumcision. But how did the cross touch 
those ordinances ? What we have before 
said points to the answer. The cross of 
Chrisi, so applied by the Spirit as to be- 
come the belieyer’s cross, puts an end’ to 
his life and carries him out of this world ; 
and since ‘the law of carnal command- 
ments contained.in ordinances’ has do- 
minion over a man only ‘so long as he 
liveth’ in the ‘ worldly sanctuary,’ the be- 
liever being dead and having ‘ his citizen- 
ship in heaven,’ is no longer under the law 
of circumcision, or any other worldly or- 
dinance. Ifhe testifies and actsin any 
degree in accordance with this idea, he 
will certainly be persecuted by those who 
cleave to ‘ this life,’ to ‘this world,’ and 
to the carnal commandments thereunto 
belonging. So Paul was _ persecuted. 
His preaching of ‘ Chiist crucified,’ was 
a ‘stumbling-block to the Jews,’ (1Cor. 
1: 23,) because it was a proclamation 
that Christ had taken the ordinances 
‘ out of the way, nailing them to his cross.’ 
(Col. 2: 14.) 

The cross of Christ which Paul 
preached was equally offensive to the law- 
less sensualist, as to the legal Jew. For 
death by spiritual crucifixion with Christ, 
implies the end of sensuality, not less than 
of carnal ordinances. Rioting and drunk- 
enness would certainly be as much out 
of place in heaven, as circumcision or bap- 
tism. Slavery to lust is as incongruous 
with the true idea of death by the cross, 
as slavery to law. Hence Paul says, 
‘They that are Christ’s have crucified 
{not merely the ordinances and laws of 
this world, but also] the flesh with the aj- 
fections and lusts.’ (Gal. 5: 24.) Hence 
also he calls those ‘whose God is their 
belly, who mind earthly things,’ ‘the enc- 
nies of the cross of Christ. Phil. 3: 18. 

These views may reconcile those who 
think there is no perfection ‘in this life,’ 
to the gospel of salvation from sin. For 
Paul, though he constantly preaches such 
a gospel, never attaches the salvation 
which it brings, to ‘this life’ ‘ Know ye 
not,’ says he, ‘that so many of us as 
were baptized into Christ, were baptized 
into his death ? . . . . Ourold man [i.e., 
‘ this life’} 7s crucified with him; .. . 
and he that is dead, is freed from sin.’ 
Rom. 4: 3—7. Here is no claim of free- 
dom from sin for the living; but there is 
such a claim for all who are crucified with 
Christ. 





The Way to Grow. 

No one, I think, can read Peter’s 
exhortation to sincerity without being 
charmed by it, or feeling an earnest pur- 
pose to be sincere at any cost. It has 
had a new interest for me of late, as point- 
ing out the true road to growth. The 
apostle writes, ‘ Wherefore, laying aside 
all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envies, and all evil speakings, as new- 
born babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
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word, that ye may grow thereby.’ This 
idea of ‘laying aside,’ is equivalent to 
Paul’s expression, ‘putting off;’ and both 
refer to the works of the flesh—the fruits 
of the ‘old man,’ which are to be over- 
come by desiring the ‘ sincere milk of the 
word,’ and so putting on the ‘new man;’ 
thus receiving into us the elements of ever- 
lasting growth. Iivery step we take to- 
wards sincerity—exposing the old life and 
laying our hearts bare to the Spirit of 
truth, makes room for the new life, and 
is an advance towards growth in the 
knowledge of Christ and fellowship with 
him and the heavenly church. It is just 
as impossible for us to grow while envel- 
oped in insincerity, as it is for a plant or 
tree to flourish and bear fruit while ex- 
posed to the ravages of the caterpillar, 
blight, or mildew. God’s blessing is on the 
pure in heart—the sincere and truthful. 
David writes, ‘ Who shall ascend into the 
hill of the Lord ? or who shall stand in 
his holy place ? He that hath clean hands 
and a pure heart ; who hath not lifted up 
his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitful- 
ly. He shall receive the blessing from 
the Lord, and righteousness from the God 
of his salvation.’ Christ’s words, also, are, 
‘ Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 


shall see God.’ ' 8. C. H. 
Wallingford Commune. 
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Suggestions for Whom they may Concern. 

We have heretofore had frequent occasion, both 
publicly and privately, to define to friends who 
desire to connect themselves with us, our position 
and principles in relation to receiving new mem- 
bers. Still new applications for membership with 
the Community, and old applications renewed, are 
frequent occurrences. By some we are criticised 
for not responding affirmatively to their applica- 
tions. From others we receive respectful, but 
earnest entreaties that théy may be admitted as 
soon as circumstances will allow. 

Now, friends, can you for » moment doubt that 
we are in favor of having as many as are qual- 
ified for the change, connected with just such As- 
sociations as ours, only better if they can be 
found? Butas thereare many of you,who areun- 
doubtedly looking to the organization with which 
we are-cornected, as your only hope of Commun- 
ism, we will offer a few thoughts for your further 
consideration. 

If, as it should be understood, a connection 
with the Community implies the rendering of un- 
remitted service, in all manner of ways, according 
to the measure of faith one has_ received, then the 
proper question would be, where and in what man- 
ner can that service be best rendered? Bible 
Communism, as our fr.ends well understand, pro- 
poses the establishment of true society, that is 
to say, a vital organization ; growing out of, first, 
a reconciliation and union with God, and secondly 
a reconciliation between the sexes. Upon sucha 
basis, Bible Communism has been reared. It 
is not therefore, so much a local, as a general 
movement, with which its friends. can connect 
themselves and promote its interests, under what- 
ever outward cireumstances they may be placed. 
Comparing the Community movement to a politi- 
cal organization, it may have its seat of govern- 
ment at this or that place, but its executive pow- 
er extends in all directions, and its public servants 
are stationed wherever government interests de- 
mand their services, To make a practical appli- 
cation of the illustration, the locai Associations 
of Oneida, Wallingford and Putney, require a cer- 
tain amount of service in order to render them 
efficient in working out the principles of Bible 
Communism. But to invite into these Associa- 
tions more than can be profitably employed and 
comfortably provided for, would tend to embar- 
rass, rather than facilitate the interests of the 
cause. Some, no doubt, could render acceptable 
and efficient aid by being personally connected 
with the local Communes. Others, again, would 


be more helpful—considering their outward rela- 
tions, stationed outside of them. 





Wishing, however, to afford every one the op-, 
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portunity of sharing with us the burdens of our 
enterprise, especially those relating to finances, 
we make the following suggestions: The first 
thing in order, friends, would be to allow your 
shoulders to share with ours, the burden of debts 
in the shape of mortgages, notes, &c, held against 
our property to the amount of between four and 
five thousand dollars, upon which annual interest 
is required to be paid. Then come the current 
expenses for the support of three families, consist- 
ing of about twohundred and fifty members. Fur- 
nishing these with comfortable clothing, food, &c., 
requires no small revenue from some source; be- 
sides the responsibility and vigilance in adjusting 
the supplies to the demands, in a manner satisfac- 
tory tojall, While, onthe one hand, we can. 
say that we are slowly but surely improving in 
respect to our temporal resources, on the other, 
we find it necessary to give considerable attention 
both to the subject of economies, and also to the 
enlargement of our businesses, with a view to a 
future increase of resources, The enlargement of 
our Trap business, for instance, requires quite an 
outlay of capital in tools, machinery, &c. 

But before an increase of members, in the 
Oneida Commune, can take place, the erection of 
amore commodious dwelling is necessary. To 
put up such a building as we have in contempla- 
tion and as our growing wants demand, will re- 
quire an investment of from five to ten thousand dol- 
lars capital. That our friends may know that we 
are not lacking in ambition in this line of things, 
we can inform them, that we have already formed 
a purpose of erecting such a building from the pro- 
ceeds of our own earnings, sooner or later. But 
if foreign aid should be furnished us for such an 
object, we shall be happy to consecrate it to Bible 
Communism by erecting @ building that will serve 
the four-fold purpose of church, school, industry 
and family home. 

We might easily extend the area of oppor- 
tunities for service, but this must suffice for the 
present. We are by no means complaining of the 
burdens resting upon us. We regard them as 
light, for we have the consciousness that Christ 
shares them with us. Our object in making this 
expose of our temporalities, is for the purpese of 
opening the way for our sympathizing friends to 
see that they can codperate with us under what- 
ever circumstances. If they regard them- 
selves as identified with the principles we hold, 
they are virtually in partnership with us in every 
interest with which we are connected. The 
cause is theirs, as well as ours; and we shall find 
ourselves growing in freedom and happiness as we 
can see ourselves, individually, locally and so- 
cially, merged in, and completely swallowed up 
by the universal interests of God’s Kingdom, 
come on earth. Tae bond of union with Bible 
Communists, is an inward one, and wholly inde- 
pendent of outward conditions. 





Superstition in Connecticut. 

The late strange murders that have taken place 
at New Haven and its vicinity, (for accounts of 
which see the papers,) seem more strange from 
their connection with religious fanaticism, and 
their propinquity to such a prominent seat of 
learning, theology, and orthodox piety as New 
Haven is allowed to be. Like the Prof. Webster 
murder at Harvard, this Sly and Wakeman trage- 
dy, taking place, as the Tribune says, under the 
eaves, as it were, of Yale College, has a weird and 
startling aspect, we!l calculated to dash the pride 
of learning, and throw question on the best en- 
dorsed righteousness of the day. 

The Freeman’s Journal, a Catholic paper, mor- 
alizing on the case, argues that Protestant Bible 
reading was the producing cause of Sly’s fanati- 
cism and murder, and thence draws a conclusion 
in favor of the Watholic system of confining the 
use of the Bible to the clergy. The New Haven 
professors would of course treat this argument as 
unworthy of notice, and in their turn would 
probably ascribe the deiusion in question, to the 
parties leaving the good old materialistic routine 
of the churches, and meddling with spiritualism, 
—taking up the miracle and marvel system, 
which they would say, always begins and ends in 
imposture. 

In our view, one of these positions is about as 
good as the other. The truth is that men need the 
Bible, and will read it ; and if they read it in sim- 
plicity they will become spiritualists and be in a 
position to expect miracles. If the Romish priests 
are to blame for locking up the key of knowledge 
from their people in respect to the Bible, the re- 
spectable and orthodox authorities of New Haven 
are equally short of their duty in ignoring them- 
selyes and keeping the people ignorant of the great 


domain of spirituai philosophy. So long as the 
spiritual department is shut out from a place in 
good society, as not respectable enough for the in- 
telligent to investigate, so long it will be occupied 
by the ignorant and conceited, and be fruitful in 
such delusions as the New Haven people are now 
called to cunsider. It may be a question whether 
the present astounding development of superstition 
in that place is not a natural retribution following 
legitimately the rejection by its churches and 
ministry of the gospel of salvation from sin which 
was brought to their doors in 1834, 





A Healthy Rebuke. 


There has been for some time past a sharp con- 
troversy going on between Henry Ward Beecher 
of the Independent, and the editors of the New 
York Evangelist, touching the merits of a Hymn- 
book called the Plymouth Collection, compiled by 
Mr. Beecher for the use of the Congregational 
Church. The Evangelist has criticised the book, 
and the Independent has replied. In the last 
mentioned paper of Dec. 27th we have Mr. Beech- 
er’s review of the controversy and his ‘final leave 
of the Evangelist.’ Without expressing any opin™ 
ion on the merits of this controversy—for we have 
not examined it in detail—we lke the moral 
tone of Mr. Beecher’s concluding remarks, and as 
they admit «f a more general application than to 
the particular case ir question, deem them wor- 
thy of transcription : 

“Great complaints are justly made of the in- 
jurious effects of reiigious controversy. It is not 
severity, nor strong language, nor even rude words 
that make controversy dangerous to public well- 
being. It is its secret and permitted dereliction 
of common honcr and morals. It is the admis- 
sion of that most fatal principle, that a man in a 
controversy, as in war, may do anything to secure 
avictory. It is the want of honor, the want of 
magnanimity to retract errors when made, and 
to repair injuries when committed. But is ita 
Christian’s right and duty when he has commit- 
ted a public offence, and has been publicly exposed, 
to shrink from an open retraction; and has he a 
moral right to avoid retraction by the indulgence 
of personalities which violate not only good taste 
and good manners, but which have been excluded 
from use by the sluggish and tardy sentiment ? 

We dwell upon this topic more than its intrin- 
sic merit would demand, because it is a case that 
hits in the very eye an evil for which remedy 
has long been required. We mean. the substitu- 
tion of a fluent religious sentimentalism, in books 
and papers, a religion of mere pious phrases and 
devout expressions, instead of real honor;truth, 
fairness and justice. Nothing can be more per- 
nicious to the young than the impression that a 
man may be a good Christian while violating the 
chief Christian virtues; or that there is an emo- 
tive experience which is superior to practical 
godliness ! 

After so long a train of errors, convicted, but 
not confessed—exposed, but not retracted, the 
Evangelist, in its closing article, assumes a meek 
demeanor, speaks with a mellow tone, and re- 
tires with the air of piety, as if shocked at the 
degree of feeling that has arisen; and, depart- 
ing, it casts back ar affectionate glance, and pro- 
fesses the greatest kindness and even friendship 
forus. We must be forgiven if we confess that 
we are fastidious as to the composition of friend- 
ship. Kindness, mamfegted in the ‘most unmiti- 
gated misrepresentations ; friendship, which in- 
dulges in the most injurious personalities; which 
vaunts imaginary services while it 1s sparing 
no pains to work present mischief; in short, 
kindness with a sting in it, and friendship with a 
dagger, are not toour mind. Open enmity is 
better. My friends must have honor—they must 
be too high-mindee intentionally to do an injury, 
and when by heedlessness they have done a wrong, 
they must not count it te be even magnanimous 
to atone for the wrong, but only the merest justice. 
I own no friends whom Truth and Honor do not 
own. 





The Tie of Communism. 


As we learn more and more of the invisible and 
heavenly tie which links together the family of 
God, we make some curious discoveries respecting 
what we formerly considered the most sacred of 
unions—the family relation. Many an individual 
among us can look back at the connection in which 
he or she stood towards a father or mother, or 
sister or brother, or husband and wife even, and 
say truly that he never knew them. The spirit 
of Christ can introduce people to each other’s 
hearts much closer than the closest blood relation- 
ship or the most constant and intimate compan- 
ionship can do. Hearts that are not softened by 
the Spirit of Truth and its discipline, are only sus- 
ceptible of superficial contact ; whereas when they 
are softened and melted by the love of God, they 
can flow into each other and touch each other in. 
teriorly, and effect a much more intimate unity 
and acquaintance. My own experience demon- 
strates this truth. There were peculiarities in 
both my ‘parents and myself which were a serious 
hindrance to a true appreciation and acquaintance 
with each other. The superficial faults which sur- 





rounded the hearts of each, were such as to pre- 








vent either from doing justice to the real good 
there was in the other. Even after we were all 
|united by a common faith, these discordant ele- 
ments operated to such an extent that with the 
utmost good will on both sides, it seemed to be 
next to impossible for us to get into very comfort. 
able relations with each other. 

After a few years schooling in the Community, 
however, we discover a wonderful change in our 
feelings towards each other. Those natural asper- 
ities and repugnances are in a great measure brush- 
ed away by the quickening power of love, and the 
washing of criticism; and whatever remains of 
them there yet may be, are put out of sight toa 
great extent by the prevailing spirit of charity 
that thinketh no evil. We can now look back 
upon the period of our mutual misunderstanding» 
and wonder at the narrow-mindedness which made 
us to such an extent strangers to one another, 
We can do some measure of justice, also, to the 
good motives which in the past were hidden from 
our view. It seems strange to me now, that the 
gospel of Bible Communism should ever be accused 
of breaking up families. I am convinced that it 
will yet be acknowledged universally as the only 
medium in which family members can be made 
truly acquainted with, and reconciled to each oth- 


* * 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, 

The annual message of the President was present- 
ed to Congress on the 21st of Dec. His alleged rea- 
son for withholding it so long, was the non-organiza- 
tion of the House. The message was accepted by the 
Senate, and read. Its presentation to the House 
caused no little excitement in consequence of their 
not having elected a Speaker—was considered an 
innovation, and finally rejected. It has, however, 
been published to the world. The message contains 
a mild review of the diplomatic difficulties between 
Great Britain and this country, about the respective 
rights of both governments in Central America, but 
insists upon it that the responsibility of a settlement 
rests with Great Britain. The charges against Great 
Britain in consequence of her attempt to draw re- 
cruits from the United States into the war-service of 
Europe, have not been met by that government; but 
are now under discussion, and the ‘ resnlt will be 
communicated in due time.’ There is an unwilling- 
ness to pay the ‘Sound Dues’ of Denmark, but a 
readiness expressed to ‘share liberally with other 
powers in compensating her for any advantages 
which commerce shall derive, from expenditures 
made by her for the improvement and safety of the 
navigation of the Sound or Belts,’ opening into the 
Baltic Sea. Peaceable relations exist between the 
United States, and France, Greece and Spain.— 
There is a slight allusion, but nothing important, 
about affairs in Kansas. Fault is found with the 
Northern States for meddling with the rights of the 
South on the subject of Slavery, viofating the Fu- 
gitive Slave bill, &c., andstrong ground is taken in 
favor of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, which repealed 
the Missouri compromise.—-These are the questions 
of chief interest discussed in the President’s mes- 
sage. 





MORE KANSAS TROUBLES. 
Notwithstanding the apparent settlement of diffi- 
culties in Kansas, so recently effected, in disbanding 
the organization of ‘ border ruffians’ by Governor 
Shannon, and their return home, the Free State in- 
habitants of that Territory seem destined to any 
thing but a state of quietness. The 15th of Dec. was 
the day appointed to vote on the adoption of the 
Free State Constitution, but the collision between 
the pro-slavery and anti-siavery parties was so se- 
rious that no election ensued. 
Missouri mob would not allow the polls to be opened 
at all. At Leavenworth the ballot-boxes were des- 
troyed, and the judges of the election maltreated. 
An anti-slavery man’s house was burned. A man 
was arrested charged with the deed, and lodged in 
jail, but a company of men broke open and burned 
down the jail. The printing-office of the Territorial 
Register was mobbed and the press and type thrown 
into the Missouri River. 
MORE»MANSLAUGHTER IN CONNECTICUT. 

Another distressing tragedy occurred in Wood- 
bridge, Conn., on the first inst., in which a Lunatic 
by the name of Charles Sanford, 28 years old, killed 
two residents of that town named Enoch Sperry and 
Ichabod Umberfield, both 70 years of age. There is 
no proof that Sanford was in any way connected with 
the Wakemanite fanaticism of New Haven, and yet 
it is a little curious that he wasa relative of the 
Wakemanite family. This transaction, in connec- 
tion with the recent murder in New Haven, creates 
no little excitement in that vicinity. 

GOLD. 

Accounts are given in the Panama papers of re- 
cent discoveries of gold on the Isthmus, near Vera- 
guas. Itis also reported that great discoveries of 
gold have been made in the South of Chili; and the 
sanguine assert the deposits to be as rich as those ot 





California or Australia. And, further, a late arri- 
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val brings the first shipment of Nicaraguan gold— 
the produce of mines owned and wrought by Ameri- 


cans. 
DROUGHT IN JAVA. 


Advices from Java mention that owing to the con- 
tinuance of drought great apprehensions were enter- 
tained for the growing crops of rice, sugar, &.— 
The scarcity of water in certain districts was such 
that wild animals, (monkeys, muskrats, &c.,) had 
ventured into houses in search of it. 

DEATH OF BARON ROTHSCHILD. 

A late arrival brings news of the death of the el- 
dest brother of the house of Rothschild at Frankfort, 
on the 6th ult. “Baron Anselm von Rothschild 
(says the Evening Post) is the third of the brothers 
Rothchild who has departed this life in 1855, the 
chef of the house in Naples, Carl, and the chef of the 
house in Vienna, Solomon, having already died this 
year. Of the five brothers there remains only James, 
the chef of the house in Paris. Baron Anselm was 
looked on as the founder of the great financial Roths- 
child power, and, though possessed of less cultivation 
and education than his brother, was a decided genius 
in money matters; he died childless, and has left to 
the house a fortune of 30,000,000 gulden. 





An Oneida Journal. 

Monday, Jan. 7.—The human muscle, compelled 
to hammer iron by main force, has sometimes 
contrived under the direction of the head to manu- 
facture for itselfa wooden arm of colossal size and 
strength, grasping a hammer, and so connected 
with power and machinery that it may be made 
to give stroke upon stroke, at once steady, fast 
and effective. This contrivance, called a trip-ham- 
mer, has lately been introduced into our trap-shop. 
Tt is as boisterous as it is ponderous; a kind of 
George Law in action—it puts its work right 
through, noise or no noise. To-day when the bell 
rang for recess, word was circulated through the 
Circularium for all to meet in the printing-office. 
It was expected of course the printing-office 
hands had some gratuitous entertainment to offer. 
While we trap-shoppers were waiting with open 
mouths for what they had to give, one of them 
rapped a signal, and the trip-hammer below began 
to play. Then the way it bandied sound back and 
forth, and rolled it about our ears, was more like 
‘a thousand of brick’ than half the things this simile 
has been used to illustrate. The trap folks and 
printing-office folks looked in each other’s faces 
and laughed. Presently, at another rap, the trip- 
hammer stopped, just toshow the relief of silence, 
and then began again. The typos and editors said 
nothing; but it was plain what they wished to 
have understood. However, they were in the 
mood of sport, rather than complaint; and there 
was a good spirit of compromise on tho part of the 
trip-hammer advocates. Though it was allowed 
to exhibit for show this morning, being just com- 
pleted, it will not probably be necessary to use it 
much when the room above is occupied, that being 
but about half the time. Not long after the above 
affair, the printing-office received the following 


Voice From THE Trap-Suop.—I don’t know 
what the good folks .up stairs in the printing- 
office think of the clatter we make down here; 
but I take leave to say to them that I for one 
enjoy it mightily. It suits me in various moods of 
the imagination. For instance, yesterday, (which 
was Sunday,) the ring of our six anvils in the 
morning sounded like the cheerful call of church- 
hells, and reminded me of the morning chimes 
we use to hear booming from Trinity steeple.— 
And then to-day, (Sunday associations having 
given place to the more chivalrous feelings of 
week-day enterprise,) I enjoyed in the midst of 
swinging hammers, and flights of fire, and noisy 
confusion, the excitement and sublimity of bat- 
tle. We had the rattle of small hammers at the 
vices for pistol shots, the steady clank of the 
anvils for the rolling fire of musketry, and now 
and then the thunder of the trip-hammer fora big 
battery of cannon. Thank God for a place in the 
front rank of this work-battle. Have patience 
with our noise, friends up stairs!) While you are 
writing for us, we are fighting for you. 

A Forerman. 

[We printing-office folks take this occasion to 
say that we heartily sympathize with the move- 
ments of our friends down stairs, and specially 
enjoy the music of their small arms and musketry. 
We have to confess, however, to a little tremu- 
lousness, all round, when our ears and brains are 
suddenly taken captive by the thunder and jar of 
their heavy artillery; and feel an involuntary 
relief always the moment it ceases. Perhaps also 
the feeling (which haunts us more or less) that 
our type is in danger of being deluged with the 
plastering from over our heads, detracts some 
from our perfect enjoyment of the trip-hammer’s 
music. But we shall hope to overcome all un- 
necessary weaknesses, and think, now that we 








have expressed ourselves, we shall feel easier. 
On the whole we like much our position over the 
trap-shop and trip-hammer, and are not ready to 
vote for a change. No editors can be more se- 
cure against temptations to ‘borrow thunder’— 
none more blessed with all they need without 
asking for it, than ourselves. So blaze away! 
friends down stairs. We have a growing ear for 
your music. And if you overdo the matter, it 
will only furnish occasion for us to treat you gen- 
erously with printers’ pi. So shall we ‘ heap coals 
of fire on your heads.’] 

Wednesday, Jan. 9.—We have talked about an 
‘open winter’ this season, but here is your gen- 
uine, old fashioned winter weather, orthodox and 
sound, and likely to be a good spell of it. Ther- 
mometer down to 10 deg. below zero; noses need 
asheath. The furnace failing to heat the air sent 
to the parlor sufficiently to warm the room this 
morning, our Bible-game was held in the dining- 
room. By the way, we commenced the Bible 
anew New-year’s, calculating to go through it in 
the course of the year, taking four chapters toa 
lesson. This Scripture-breakfast is very much 
relished now-a-days.——A barn was burned last 
evening in Pine Bush, a small village about a 
mile fromhere. The fire lighted the snow-scenery 
for miles around, suffusing its whiteness with a 
rose-red glow. Some of our people coming from 
the Depot and seeing the fire directly in the range 
of our location, experieaced the thrill and endur- 
ed the excitement for a little while, of supposing 
it to be burning the Community buildings. Eve- 
ry such occasion renews our sense of God’s 
watchful care over us, and also stirs us up to 
vigilance.——The subject of ventilation agitated 
anew. We find more or less tendency to back- 
slide into old habits of indifference on this sub- 
ject. Slight symptoms of irritation and differ- 
ence of feeling appear, some being afraid of cold 
air, and some of foul air. As things are at 
present, we cannot have in our assembly-room 
the highest state of comfort in respect to warmth, 
and at the same time good ventilation; but the 
voices in favor of good ventilation increase, and 
we expect through the influence of science and 
truth, whick are allowed to have free course 
among us, perfect unanimity of thought will soon 
prevail. It is very manifest to all that there 
has been great improvement in the health of the 
Association since special attention has been paid 
to ventilation ; faces have a better color, and there 
is less coughing heard, less confinement to the 
house, and more out-door robustness this winter 
than ever before. In most of our sleeping rooms 
it is the habit now to have windows up all 
night, however cold. 





Correspondence Glances, 
Cambridge, Vt., Dec. 25, 1855. 

My mind reverts back to-day to that memorable 
period, seven years ago, when, through the instru- 
mentality of Mr. Noyes and others professsing ho- 
liness, I received light and strength to confess 
Jesus Christ as my Savior. It was then, amid :a 
tide of opposition which was rising in great fury 
against the doctrine of holiness, that I in the 
simplicity of my heart surrendered all to Christ, 
having no other object in view but tu honor the 
truth. And although for atime I soared as on 
Pisgah’s top, believing all my trials o’er, yet I 
had not sufficiently counted the cost. Being 
wholly unaware of the fact that, like our living 
Head, we must be perfected through suffering, I 
found myself unarmed to meet the devices of the 
adversary, My testimony was perverted, and the 
most cruel anathemas poured upon me on every 
hand; and I was thrown into severe suffering, 
spiritual and physical,,as might have been expect- 
ed. But however I may have erred in judgment, 
I maintained my confidence in Jésus Christ: and 
God, who secth not as man seeth—He who hears 
the ravens when they cry, and is ever mindful of 
his children—brought me forth again, clothed 
anew with grace that enables me now to appreci- 
ate the value of past sufferings. Surely my cup 
has been bitter ; but now I see it was all in love 
and kindness. Yes, I can now praise and adore 
the Giver. Surely our God is a consuming fire ; 
and yet he is a wall, anda strong tower round 
about us. Oh, how precious are the promises of 
God! and how consoling are the words of the 
apostle: ‘ Beloved, think it not strange concern- 
ing the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you.’ ‘To him 
that vvercometh, will I grant to sit with me on 
my throne.’ 
I wish toexpress my gratitude for the Circular ; 
it strengthens and cheers ine onward; and its 
heavenly influences seem to whisper, ‘ Be of good 





cheer, I have overceme the world.’ ts Wie 


THE CIRCULAR. 














French Creek, N. Y., Dec. 23, 1855. 

I address you this morning with a pleasant 
consciousness and feeling of thankfulness that I 
belong toa kingdom which is not of this world, 
whose king is invisible, nevertheless accessible, who 
invites us to draw nigh and commune with him, 
that we may be filled with the fruits of the Spirit- 
I am glad of an opportunity to learn as I am 
learning, that Christ is a shield from worldliness. 
Though I am in the world, yet am I sure of be- 
ing kept from the evil. Though separated from 
Oneida in body, yet I am conscious of being present 
with you in spirit, enjoying your fellowship and 
love. I have been reading with interest this 
morning the latter part of Bible Communism.— 
The resurrection-truths it contains kindle anew 
in my heart, and new desires spring up as I read. 
I wish to know more of Christ and him crucified, 
that the power of his resurrectiun may rest upon 
me. My prayer is, ‘ Purge me from worldliness, 
which is adultery of the heart.’ In Hs DB 


Brookfield, Pa., Dec. 25, 1855. 

If there is one thing for which I atm thankful 
more than another, itis thankfulness. A thank- 
ful spirit is truly the key to happiness; and to 
those who look with an eye of faith, and see a 
special Providence ruling in all events, in the past 
and present, it is easy to be thankful. And are 
there not many whose hearts glow with grat- 
itude in the consciousness of living in the day of 
judgment, when the secrets of men’s hearts are 
being made known, and we are beholding the 
final Kingdom of God, which is to consume all 
other kingdoms, steadily growing in the earth- 
It is evident to the eye of faith, that God is fast 
breaking in pieces the Nations, and that a great 
amount of material is being prepared for his 
building. Then let us ever be thankful that he 
who notices the sparrow’s fall, has also called us 
to be partakers in his glory and kingdom. 

P. Ke 
North Hadley, Mass., Dec. 21, 1855. 

I thank God and the Oneida church for the 
truth that I have reveived through the Circular, 
and other of your writings: also for the gift of 
salvation; and that it is for all who in faith 
seek for it. I love the Community spirit; and 
I know that nothing but the love of God in Christ 
Jesus can bind the hearts of men together in 
marriage unity, and make of them one body, of 
one interest in both temporal and spiritual things. 
I confess Christ in me a saviour from sin. J. B. 





Community Thank-Offerings. 


[After our Bible-game exercise un New Year's 
morning, the suggestion was made that all who 
felt so disposed should write a short statement 
expressive of whatever occurred to them as occa- 
sions of thankfulness in the past year’s experience, 
and hand in the same for public reading in the 
evening. The result was quite edifying; and we 
are inclined to think we shall do the readers of 
the Circular a good service by presenting a num- 
ber of them for their perusal :] 

Among the many things to be thankful for the 
past year, may be mentioned the uninterupted 
peace, and good will of our neighbors, and the out- 
side world generally, that we have enjoyed. We 
have had none to molest, or make afraid, but have 
pursued our work, sport, study &c., with the free- 
dom, and fearlessness of children. And added to 
this, (and which is the greatest of all blessings, ) 
we have had the peace of God ruling in our hearts. 
Brotherly love has had a geniai atmosphere among 
us tu grow, and develop itself in. Hearts have 
been knit together in unity. Evil overcome with 
good, and much of the innocent freedom and hap- 
piness of children enjoyed by us; for which we 
thank God sincerely. W. H. We 





Were I asked what [ was particularly thankful 
for ? I should answer at once, ‘for a general spirit 
of improvement.’ Some time ago | telt a strong 
desire for a fresh appetite to study and read, and 
to take hold of every thing | had any thing to do 
with, in the learner spirit, eager to get all the good 
{ could for self-improvement; and my desire has 
been granted; for which I cannot be too thankful. 
Another thing which I am thankful for, in eonnec- 
tion with the spirit of improvement, is, the meas- 
ure of gospel charity I find flowing in my heart. 
Charity is the bond of perfectness. + a. w. c. 





In reviewing the past I find innumerable oc- 
casons for thankfulness. First, 1 thank God for 
the gift of a Savior. When I was without God, 
and without hope, Christ offered himself for me, 
and by his grace [ have been accepted. I also 
thank him for all his dealmgs with me—tor all 
his providential chastisements, and for any ex- 
perience that has separated me from the world, 
and taught me to love and serve my Savior.— 
Again, 1 thank God for choosing .uwe to become 
acquainted with Mr. Noyes, and with this Com- 
munity-schovl. L do at this time offer up my 
heart as a new-year and birth-day thank-offering 
unto God. My desire is w love God with all 
my hearé and soul, L. F. Ke 
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My mind has been turned lately to the gospel 
which has been revealed te us by Jesus Christ 
through Mr. Noyes. I cannot express the reali- 
zation which I feel has come to us, of victory over 
the world. Salvation from covetousness and 
sensuality are things for which I am especially 
thankful. I am thankful also for the hope given 
us of overcoming disease and death. 0. H. M. 


I have found the Lord a God near at hand late- 
ly—faithful to answer prayer. I thank him for 
good desires. I thank him for his long patience 
with human weakness—that he blesses and bless- 
es, and overcomes evil with good—that he is not 
as cne of us, but his ways are above our ways, 
and his thoughts are above our thoughts. I de- 
sire above all things to increase my knowledge of 
him, and fellowship with his spirit. H. H. 8. 


I will mention three things that I have much 
reason to be thankful for: 

1. That I have been delivered in a great meas- 
ure from the spirit of doubt and unbelief that has 
affected me considerably the past year or more. 

2. That sincerity and earnestness are growing 
in my heart. 

3. That the Lord has given me a spirit that is 
contented with my c.rcumstances, and is willing 
and glad to serve the Community wherever it may 
place me. W. A. H. 

I am thankful for chastisements, divers tempta- 
tions, and the trial of faith, which is more pre- 
cious than gold, and yields the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness to all who submit sincerely to God. 
I am thankful for the gift of salvation, and the 
knowledge of Christ as a whole Savior; for my 
circumstances, and for the cross of Christ bv 
which I am crucified to the world and delivered 
feom it; for Mr. Noyes, and the resurrection 
truth, and our high calling in Christ revealed to 
us by him. Iam thankful that God has brought 
so many of us together, and for the victories over 
evil that have been won among us. M. P. H. 





The blessings that have been bestowed upon me 
for the last year are innumerable, but there are 
two things I am especially thankful for. One is, 
for the consciousness of a great enlargement of 
heart: and the other for the victory I have gain- 
ed over an inordinate love of tea and coffee, and 
over unsanctitied alimentiveness in general. 

A. W. Be 


What I feel most thankful for at this time is 
the evidence I see of growth in grace, in myself 
and in all around me. I see convincing signs that 
day by day we are being renewed in heart and 
mind—becoming conformed to the image of Christ. 
While we realize more and more that our ‘ God is 
a consuming fire,’ that he is searching our hears 
and purging us from evil, at the same fime we 
tind in him a comforter, a lover, and realize that 
he is our best friend, and that his commandments 
are not grievous. I am sincerely thankful for the 
cross of Christ, by which we are crucified unto the 
world. H. M. &. 

Iam thankiul for the measure of good health 
that I find in myself and :n the Association. 1 
thank God for the good memories I have of his 
love and care in the past, giving me unexpected 
deliverances from evil, and victories over old hab- 
its. Nothing can alter the past, or make 11 less 
worthy of my continual gratitude. Iam thank- 
ful for the privilege of the confession of Christ, 
which contains all that we need for the present, 
and gives unfading hope for the future. 

G. W. N. 


I thank God for this last day of A. D. 1855. 
It has beena good day in my expcrience—a crisis 
day, when trials and temptations of long cuntinu- 
auce have lost their power over me, and yielded 
the field to a broken, submissive spirit. By the 
grace of God I am able to improve this occasion 
tu renew my strength to walk in the spirit, and 
live in the spirit. 1 confess that 1 am dead to my 
old life, the life of the flesh, and seek to mortify 
its deeds—that I am made alive by the faith of 
Christ, and desire those things that please him. 
I wish heartily to consecrate anew all my facul- 
ties to the holy Community spirit, and conless my 
union with the church of the First Resurrection, 
and with Mr. Noyesas the medium of it. 1 thank 
God for my calling in this day, and for my re- 
lation to good brothers and sisters, who | 
sincerely believe are faithful and true, and with 
whom {hope to behave well in every trial. 
[ certainly am more free now than ever before m 
my life, and have a reasonable prospect cf grow- 
ing in freedom and in the knowledge of Christ, 
who is able to make me free indeed. L would 
make the close of this )ear an occasion of thanks- 
giving to those friends whu have patientiy borne 
my weaknesses and obtuseness in the past ; and 
I pray for their co-operation in the future. 

L. H. 





[The following is from a believer, sojourning at 
present in the Association :) 

As it was proposed this morning for all uhat felt 
like it to write their thoughts on thanksgiving, 1 
mnust say, I do not know where to Commence 5 but 
words hike these are uppermeust with me at pres- 
ent: ‘ Bless the Lord, UO wry soul, and all that is 
within me give thanks to his holy name, jor his 
manifold bessings’” Lhave abundant reasun (uv 
thank Ged for his great goodness: though trials 
and afliictious encompass me, yet Ll confess them 
good fur me, and thank God for his goodness in 





suffering them; tor ‘whom the Lord leveth ie 
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chasteneth” ‘Afflictions, though they seem severe, 
are oft in mercy sent.’ Oh! how thankfui I felt 
to God yesterday, (on receiving a letter from the 
selfish and worldly spirited,) that I was now as it 
were, hid in the kingdom of Christ, where the 
wiles and bufletings of Satan could no longer effec- 
tually hinder my spiritual progress. I arose this 
morning sad and discouraged, but in a moment, a 
spirit within me said, Christ is my strength, and 
my strong hold; in him do I trust. Wherefore 
should I be cast down or discouraged ? Since then, 
I have been rejoicing and thanking God for the 
yictory I gained through Christ. To-day, on see- 
ing how beautifully the children are trained here. 
spiritually and intellectually, my heart was filled 
with praise and thanks to God for the spirit that 
reigns here, and for the advantage of a Community 
and Christ-cunfessing school. C. T. We 


b= a 





[The following is from a member recently re- 
turned from the Wallingford Community: ] 

Iam thankful for my three and a half years’ 
experience at Wallingford—for all the trials as 
well as joys that have befallen me in that school. 
I am thankful to see my Oneida home again, so 
wonderfully improved. I am thankful to see my 
parents again, in so much better health and spirits 
than I had reason toexpect. I am thankful to see 
so many familiar faces of tried friends, and so 
many new brothers and sisters, of whom 1 have 
received an hundred fold for all that I ever gave 
up. Iam thankful for the glow of heart that I 
feel in this meeting, and desire to lose myse'f in 
the Community, and to have every faculty of my 
being devoted tu their service and to the glory of 
God. H. J. 8. 


I thank our Father in heaven for preserving us 
through another yer from being captivated by the 
seducing spirit of the world; and for the improve- 
ment which is going on among us, and which is 
destined to continue until luve, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and 
temperance are perfected among us. [| am thank- 
ful for the ordinances of free, sincere criticism, 
free love, and free labor; for the privilege of for- 
saking father, mother, brother, sister, wife and 
children, houses and lands, and my own hfe, also, 
for a hundred fotd in this life, and in the world 
to come eternal life. As CB 

I am thankful for the prosperity of the Associ- 
ation, and for the happy circumstances I find my- 
self in; for the love, and peace, and home pleas- 
ures that are around me. ButIam thankful, too, 
for tribulations. Iam thankful that God does 
not let me settle down into a state of enjoyment, 
but keeps me uncomfortable and in a sense dis- 
tressed, so far as it is necessary to make me press 
forward. In the midst of all the activity and ex- 
hilaration that prevails, and that is natural to our 
circumptances, I am in anagony of desire, if I may 
so speak, for a revival of heart religion, particu- 
larly among the young. J. H. N. 








fiorticultural. 
vali a a a acl Nall 
New Variety of Strawberry. 

The Evening Post gives an Elmira paper of Dec. 
8th, credit for the following paragraph respecting 
a new variety of the strawberry. The Post re- 
marks that ‘ what is said of its being produced 
from the roots of a different variety, is of course 
a mistake. Itdoubtless sprung from the seed of 
gome strawberry-plant in the garden, as different 
varieties are easily obtained in this manner, and 
sometimes valuable ones.’ 4 


‘¢ Qn Saturday morning last, December Ist, 
we were presented with a large bunch of per- 
petually-bearing strawberries, fresh from the 
garden of our fellow-citizen, E. P. Brooks, Esq. 
The berries were from the open air, and although 
frozen through and through, ranged from ‘ smal] 
green? to ‘dead ripe,’ and were of the same 
remarkable variety for which Mr. Brooks was 
awarded a premium at the late State Fair. 
The vines commence bearing early in the sea- 
son, and bear continually until they are abso- 
lutely killed by heavy frosts late in the fall- 
The origin of these extraordinary bearers is 
indeed a novelty, and well worthy of in- 
vestigation. They came up, to all appear- 





ance, spontaneously, but probably from the | 


roots of other and well-known varieties in the 
garden alluded to, and are evidently a mys- 
terious product resulting from the union of 
these varieties. The new ‘development’ is a 
hardy plant, resisting the cold to an astonish- 
ing degree, producing fruit of excellent flavor, 
and it may safely be ranked among the most 
valuable and desirable varieties extant. We 
are happy to learn that Mr. Brooks, with true 
horticultural generosity, designs to furnish 
these plants gratis to all who wish them in this 
section of country.” 


Grape-Culture in the United States. 

R. Buchanan, Esq. the distinguished vine- 
grower at Cincinnati, writes to the editor. of the 
Horticulturist as follows : 

‘IT am happy to be able to say that, in the 
West, at least, I consider the vineyard culture 
of the Grape firmly established. It is increds- 
ing with great rapidity all over the West and 
South-west. The sale of Grape-cuttings in 


Cincinnati last spring amounted to over 2,000, 
000, and of stocks 300,000. I sold from my 
own vineyard 140,000 cuttings. This looks 
like progress. The demand for wine fully equals 
the supply, but the hard times of last year 
caused an accumulation of the stock of spark- 
ling Oatawba, (the most expensive of our 
wines, ) which it will take another year to dimin- 
ish. [ repeat to you in all candor my opinion, 
that the vine-culture is now established as a 
branch of national agriculture that cannot re- 
trograde. It has also the sympathy of the 
moral part of the community, who believe that 
the spread of wine will diminish iatemperance.” 


Machine for Peeling Willows. 

Mr. G. J. Colby, of Jonesville, Vt., has in- 
vented a machine for peeling basket willows. 
Its operation is said to be very simple and sat- 
isfactory. The willows are passed through be- 
tween two or three sets of India-rubber rollers, 


one set of which has a vibrating motion which 
rubs the bark from the rods, very effectually ; 
the others mainly separating the willows from 
the loose bark. The rollers being made of 
India-rubber, there is no possible chance for the 
willows to be injured. They will adapt them- 
selves to willows of all sizes, so that from 
twenty to thirty rods can be passing through at 
the same time. With one horse, and two men 
to attend it, it will peel from one to two tons 
per day, while to do the same amount of work 
by hand, by the old method, would require thir- 
ty or forty men and boys. It promises to be 
one of the great labor-saving machines of the 
age, and removes the obstruction that has hith- 
erto stood in the way of profitable cultivation 
of the willow in this couatry. 


Wyandot Corn. 

Life Illustrated notices a new variety of In- 
dian Corn, which several cultivators bave intro- 
duced into this State from the Western States, 


under the name of Wyandot Corn, which is 
stated to be wonderfnlly prolific. The Alton 
(Ill.) Weekly Courier speaks of a hill of it, 
raised from a single kernel, consisting of four- 
teen stalks, ten feet high, on which were nine- 
teen ears averaging 450 grains each, making 
8050 grains as the product of one kernel.— 
Other specimens are noted as being plucked 
from a field which produced at the rate of 150 
bushels to the acre. The Cowrier says, ‘ The 
yield, we are told, is sometimes even greater. 
Five or six stalks are produced from a single 
kernel, shooting forth between twenty and 
thirty good sized ears; and only a single ker- 
nel being necessary toa hill, one ear is suffi- 
cient for half anacre, planted four feet apart. 
The grains are remarkably smooth and white, 
and we learn that the flour from them can be 
readily bolted like that from wheat.? The 
original seed was obtained from the Wyandot 
Indians. Mr. J.C. Thompson of Thompkins- 
ville, Staten Island, N. Y., has cultivated it 
during the past year, and offers seed for sale. 





From the Tribune. 
Religious Items, 

Aw American Rapai on Jesus Curist.— 
Dr. Raphacl, the well known Jewish Rab- 
bi in this city, says: ‘I as a Jew do say that 
it appears to me that Jesus became the victim 
of fanaticism combined with jealousy and lust 
of power in Jewish hicrarchs, even, as in later 
ages, Huss and Jerome, of Prague, Latimer 
and Ridley became the victims of fanaticism, 
combined with jealousy and lust of power in 
Christian hierarchs; and while I and the Jews 
of the present day protest against being identi- 
fied with the zealots who were concerned in the 
proceedings against Jesus of Nazareth, we are 
far from reviling his character, or deriding his 
precepts. 

An Ancient Biste.—A_ gentleman in 
Hartford, Ct., has in his possession a copy of 
the New Testament, in a good state of preser- 
vation, printed in London in the year 1596— 
259 years ago. It is printed in small quarto, 
in the old black letter styte, with copious ex- 
planatory notes. The version isthat of Theo- 
dore Beza. 

Forty Acres or Bisites.—The Bible So- 
ciety circulated last year 800,000 Bibles and 
Testaments. I is estimated that these books, 
if they were spread out ona plane surface and 
computed by square measure, would cover more 
than four acres; and if computed by long 
measure, they would extend more than eighty 





miles; if by solid or cubic measure, they 
would measure more than 150 solid cords, and 
those cords, piled one upon another, would reach 
higher than the spire of Trinity Church, New 
York, or the Fa.ls.of Niagara. The entire is- 
sues for thirty-seven years of the Society’s ex- 
istence, would cover more than forty acres 
with Bibles and Testaments; or extend in 
long measure nearly a thousand miles, or make 








more than 1,850 cords. 
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The ‘Great Tree’ of California. 
During the past year the interert and cu- 
riosity of the public, as well as the Botanist, 
have been excited by accounts of the discovery 
of a grove of coniferous trees, in the elevated re- 
gions of the Sierra Nevada of California, of a 
most gigantic size, some of which measure 
more than three hundred feet in hight, and 
from thirty to ninety feet in circumference. 
The discoverer of the grove, it is said was Mr. 
William Lobb, of Great Britain. The tree 
is aspecies of the Taxodiwm or Sequoia va- 
riety of the conifer, and has been named by 
some of the Botanists Sequoia Gigantea. It 
is peculiar to California alone, and so far as it 
is known, to a solitary district on the slopes 
of the Sierra Nevada, near the head-waters of 
the Stanislau and San Antonio rivers, in a lat- 
itude 38 deg. N., longitude 129 deg. W., at 
an elevation of 5000 feet above sea level.— 
The grove is situated in a narrow basin of about 
200 acres, of which the soil is silicious, (sandy) 
and strewn with blocks of lignite. The basin 
is very damp, and contains pools of water; 
some of the largest of the trees extend their 
roots directly into the stagnant water, or in- 
to the brooks. There are more than a hun- 
dred which are considered to have reached the 
extreme limit of growth which the species can 
attain. One which bas been cut down, not 
however the largest, but the most perfect one, 
was 95 feet in circumference, and measured 
300 feet in length after it was felled, the 
stump standing 8 feet high. It was esti- 
mated from the concentric rings of the stump 
to be 3000 years old. Another had fal- 
len from old age, or been uprooted by some 
tempest, the lengtk of which from the roots to 
the tops of the branches was 450 feet; 350 
feet from the roots, the trunk measured ten 
feet in diameter. ‘‘ By its fall,’ says a writer 
in the California Farmer, “ this tree has over- 
thrown another not less colossal, since at the 
origin of the roots it is forty feet in diamcter. 
This one, which appeared to me one of the 
greatest wonders of the forest, and compared 
with which man is but an imperceptible pigmy, 
has been hollowed, by means of fire, through- 
out a considerable portion of its length, so as 
to form an immense wooden tube of a single 
piece. Its size may be jmagined when it is 
known that one of my companions two years 
ago, rode on horseback in the interior of this 
tree for a distance of 200 feet, without any in- 
convenience. My companions and myself have 
frequently entered this tunnel and progressed 
some sixty paces, but have been arrested be- 
fore reaching the end by masses of wood which 
had fallen from the ceiling. Near these over- 
thrown giants others still are standing, not in- 
ferior to them in size, and of which the hight 
astonishes the beholder. I can mention three 
particularly, which, entirely isolated, grow 
near each other so systematically as to ap- 
pear to have been planted purposely to produce 
the effect. A fourth is remarkable in having, 
between 50 and 100 feet from the ground, its 
trunk divided into three enormous branches of 
the same size, and nearly parallel, extending to 
a distance of more than 300 feet. Others are 





distinguished by the straightness of their trunk, 


markable for its slow decomposition. 
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comparatively as delicate and erect as that of a 
pine-tree, and which are not less than 350 feet 
in hight. At some distance may be seen a 
species of knoll rising from the surface of the 
ground, and which is merely a half-deyeloped 
knot, the last remains of one of these monsters, 
which have fallen centuries ago and are now 
buried under the soil.” 

The wood of these trees is said to be re- 
When 
freshly cut the fiber is white; but it soon as- 


the air becomes nearly as dark as mahogany. 
Its consistence resembles that of the pine or 
cedar. The bark is very thick near the foot of 
the tree, sensibly elastic on pressure, and di- 
vides readily into a mass of fibers, resembling 
those of the husk of the cocoa-nut, but much 
finer. At this portion of the trunk it is split 
in all directions by deep cracks; at an eleva- 
tion of 100 or 200 feet it becomes ‘smoother, 
and is not more than two inches in thickness. 

The Country Gentleman makes the following 
illustrative remarks concerning these monster 
trees : 

“* Now to read simply of a tree four hundred 
and fifty feet high, we are struck with large 
figures, but we can hardly appreciate the 
hight without some comparison. Such a one 
as that through which the horseback journey 
was performed, would stretch across a field 
twenty-seven rods wide; if standing in the 
Niagara chasm at Suspension Bridge, it would 
tower two hundred feet above the top of the 
bridge ; if placed in Broadway, New York, at 
the head of Wall Street, it would overtop 
Trinity steeple by one hundred and sixty feet, 
and would be two hundred and thirty feet 
higher than Bunker Hill Monument, Boston ; 
er two hundred and seven above Washington 
Monument, Baltimore. If cut up for fuel, it 
would make at least three thousand cords, or as 
much as would be yielded by sixty acres of 
good woodland. If sawed into inch boards, it 
would yield about three million feet, and fur- 
nish enough three-inch plank for thirty miles 
of plank road. This will do for the product of 
one little seed, less in size than a grain of 
wheat ” 


The accompanying engraving was copied by 
our own artist from a larger representation in 
the Horticulturist. It is intended to represent 
the relative size of the Sequoia, and of our 
largest New York forest trees, which some- 
times attain the hight of 90 to 100 feet.— 
How like shrubbery they look by the side of 
this mighty monarch of the woods, whose crown 
overtops the hills. 

Give this forest speech, and what volumes 
of history it could read us! Three thousand 
years ago! Sampson was then a boy : profane 
history hardly reaches back so far: the em- 
pires of the elder world, Nineveh and Babylon, 
had scarce begun their career: Tyre was a 
small city, and Jerusalem a Jebusite fortress : 
Rome was four hundred years in the future.— 
Three thousand years! Within that time this 
big earth, if astronomers calculate truly, has 
traveled more than thirteen hundred thousand 
millions of miles on its annual road, and re- 
volved nore than a million times on its axis. 
When Solomon was hewing the Cedars of Leba- 
non, these California trees were as large as the 
giants of our New York forests. ‘I am an 
aged hemlock,’ said the eloquent Oneida chief, 
Shenandoah, ‘ the winds of a hundred winters 
have whistled through my branches, and I am 
dead at the top.? Here are monuments of the 
march of time, compared with which the oldest 
hemlock is as the summer weed. Thirty cen- 
turics have passed over them,—while they 
have been growing, 


** Thrones have fallen—nations gone, 
* * * . * 


And where the ocean rolled alone, 
Are forests in their prime” — 


Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Carthage, 
Greece and Rome, have descended to the dust 
of the earth. Pyramids and Parthenon have 
crumbled, yet these living piles of history, 
built up by the invisible hand of Nature, still 
stand, waving their evergreen tops in the 


breezes from the Pacific. 
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